LRaly CBURCH COF CHRIST

The beginning of the Drain Christian (as it was then called) Church goes back
te Aurust 12, 1877 when a small group of Christians only, decided to perfect an
crganization so that they might worship according to the hew Testament order, having
no creed but Christ and nco book but the Bible, and so thati their children right have
a church hcme. Among these charter meabers were: Ir, and Mrs. W. A. lrerkins,
kr. and Mrs. Simeon Harlan, Mr. and Hrs. %i1liam Boots, lMrs. hary Hollyfield, and
Mr. and Mrs, Fitch. A Ercother Whitney was the organiging minister, tut the first
ministerfs name was Morgan. Carrie and Ella Harlan were the first cnes baptized in
the new church. 2

Memories grow dim, records are lost, it through the help of early record tooks
and with thanks to Frs. Florence Eiller of Yoncalla, 1 shall endeavor tc restate some
things of interest.

Two of the early preachers were R. G, Callison and kute Mulkoy,

Soon Er. and Mrs. Themas Harlan, Mr, and Mrs. jipes Cowan, HMr. and Mrs. Jokn
FeClure came to he added ic the little church. The lsatter two couples coming from
Yoncalla, hLaving been baptized two years previously., James Cowan was the first
white child born in Douglss County; Frs. MceClure was his sister.

The church was strengthened by new additions: In 1891 Hiss Sadle Gardner, in
1883 by Mr. and Krs, 8. J, Trine and Miss Virrinia Applegats; in 1285 by Mrs. J. T.
¥iller, Charles Futman, and Miss Belle Hellyfield; and in 1886 by J., T, Bridges,
Charles Hedrick, Kiss Emma Hollyfield, and J.W. Sanders, who lzter became an elder
in the church:

Uncle #illy Foore ceme into the church in august 1889 and by 1900 the roll
included seventy-eight names with Harlans, Hedfords, Hicwethlers, Gerdners, Cowans,
Hedden, Ferlins, and Hedrick noted.

In June 1302 the enrollment wes given as sixty. [Freaching was itwice a month and
L, C: Kellems was minister.

At first the little ccongregation wor-hipped in a skating rirk on the sight of the
hank building and then in the old school house just below (to the south of ) the
present church Tuilding and later, protably in the fall of 1882, plans were made for
a building. DMr. W. H. Wilson gave 50 bushels of whept which was sold to the Drain
brothers, and the mcney turned over to the buildins fund. Much of the work and material
for the church was donated. UNr. fbe Forningstar hauled lumber and also dressed stone
given by Mr, N, E, Nulvaney for the foundation. OCne of these original stones is now
incorporated in the wall of the hasement and bears the daite of the completion of the
buildine - 1BB3. This inscription was paid for by Frs. Hary Ferkins as a memorial to
these pioneers of the fasith. The original *wiiding was what is now the auvditorium.

The room was bheated with a ilarge wood-burning stove which stood at the north &dde of
the building nesr the beck ané the entrance was where thes twc windows are at the east
end. The builders were Roberi and Herman &nluf, Lster the beifry was built with
funds solicited by James Harlan. Simeon Harlap was head carpenter. Uncle Billy Moore
painted the belfry and we note by 1215 there was trouble with it lecking.

The church sirht was purchased from Willametie Heal Estate Coumpany and the deed,
dated 1883, states that if the sight ever ceeses to be used for church rurposes the
title shall revert toc the company. Church trusieses ai thai time were S, J. Trine,
E;lliam Perkins, and Simeon Harlan.






